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As of early September, the Federal Electoral Tribune (Tribunal Federal Electoral, TFE) had received
more than 1,200 complaints about irregularities in the Aug. 21 federal and state elections. In
addition, civic organizations have continued to protest the elections in some areas. According to the
TFE, roughly 450 complaints were related to the presidential election, which was won by Ernesto
Zedillo of the governing Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI).
The TFE also reported a large number of complaints related to the elections in the Chamber of
Deputies and the Senate, Mexico City's legislative assembly, and state and municipal elections. In
addition to the formal protests to the TFE, members and sympathizers of the opposition Democratic
Revolution Party (PRD) and the National Action Party (PAN) are carrying out civil disobedience and
other direct protest actions to draw attention to alleged fraud in local and state elections.
The PRD contested local elections in Nuevo Leon, Veracruz, and other states, but the greatest
attention continued to focus on the gubernatorial elections in Chiapas state, which PRI candidate
Eduardo Robledo is said to have won through massive fraud over Amado Avendano of the PRD.
About 1,000 members of the State Council of Indigenous and Campesino Organizations (Consejo
Estatal de Organizaciones Indigenas y Campesinas, CEOIC) and the Emiliano Zapata Campesino
Organization (Organizacion Campesina Emiliano Zapata, OCEZ) both of which have aligned
themselves closely with the PRD continued a series of civil disobedience actions to protest the
election won by PRI candidate Robledo.
As part of the action, the CEOIC occupied nine large banana and coffee plantations and three cattle
ranches. The protestors erected wooden huts on the properties and raised flags with the PRDCEOIC inscription. CEOIC members also blockaded a local office of the Agriculture Secretariat
(Secretaria de Agricultura y Recursos Hidraulicos, SARH) in Tapachula.
Also, on Sept. 10 CEOIC members in 40 communities in Chiapas announced plans to withhold
payment of state and federal taxes and close down schools and clinics until the government takes
actions to "respect the popular will expressed in the Aug. 21 election of Avendano." For his part,
PRD president Porfirio Munoz Ledo said he has been approached by governor-elect Eduardo
Robledo to try and smooth out the conflicts with Avendano and his supporters. Munoz said he has
rejected such overtures, since the matter "must be resolved by the state's political forces."
Members of the PAN also staged public meetings to protest the mayoral elections in Monterrey
and Hermosillo (Sonora state). In Hermosillo, PAN candidate Gilberto Lopez Madrid continued a
hunger strike to protest efforts by Sonora Governor Manlio Fabio Beltrones Rivera to dismiss the
charges of fraud. According to PAN's national secretary general Felipe Calderon Hinojosa, the 5,000
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votes nullified by Sonora state electoral authorities could have made a difference in the election,
which was officially won by PRI candidate by only 2,000 votes.
In Monterrey, the Nuevo Leon state office of the Federal Electoral Institute (IFE) in early September
declared PRI candidate Jorge Manjarrez Rivera as the winner by a narrow margin over Jesus
Hinojosa Tijerina of the PAN. In response to the IFE ruling, on Sep. 5 PAN's national president
Carlos Castillo Peraza called for a campaign of civil disobedience in Monterrey to protest the results.
Hinojosa's campaign manager Rolando Dregil said the PAN had gathered evidence that the PRI
stole up to 28,000 votes through fraudulent tactics.
Nevertheless, on Sep. 6 the TFE dismissed the party's challenge, citing a lack of evidence of massive
fraud. To show their displeasure with the official results and dismissal by the TFE in the Monterrey
complaint, on Sep. 8 the national PAN leadership voted to withhold recognition of Zedillo's victory
in the presidential race, unless the irregularities in elections in Monterrey, Hermosillo, and other
cities in Nuevo Leon, Sonora, and Jalisco states were cleared up.
The PAN delegation in the Chamber of Deputies took a similar vote on Sept. 9, vowing to oppose
certification of Zedillo's victory when this resolution comes up before the legislature. Nevertheless,
the PRI retains a large majority in the Chamber of Deputies, which ensures that Zedillo's election
will be easily ratified when the legislative body reconvenes in November, even if the PAN and PRD
withhold recognition of the results. Zedillo will take office on Dec. 1, 1994. (
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